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ALSACE-LOBHAINE

while c is unnecessary because its two sounds
are represented by k and s. An alphabet is
not essential to the writing of o language,
since symbols may be used instead, as in
Chinese.

There is a remarkable Indian alphabet
wbich was invented by Seequoyah of the
Cherokee tribe. In his first attempts at
alphabet-making he tried to represent the
sounds of the Cherokee language by pictorial
signs, using images of birds and beasts, but
he soon gave this up and used instead such
arbitrary signs as he thought would be most
easily remembered. At first he used over 200
characters, but these were later reduced to
86. The United States government became
interested in his discovery, had a font of
type cut for his alphabet, and a newspaper,
The Cherokee Phoenix, was printed partly
in Cherokee and partly in English.

ALPS, the highest and most extensive
mountain chain in Europe, forming the
watershed between the river systems of the
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.
The Alps are celebrated for the beauty of
their scenery, and are visited by tourists from
all over the world. The chain covers parts
of five countries: portions of Northern Italy,
Southeastern France, Southern Germany,
Western. Austria-Hungary and most of Swit-
zerland. Several important rivers of Europe
take their rise in the Alpine valleys, the
largest being the Rhine and the Rhone. The
range is about 660 miles long and from
ninety to 180 miles wide. Its average height
is about 7,700 feet, the highest peaks being
Mont Blanc, 15,781 feet, on the Franco-
Italian border, and Monte Rosa, 15,217, in
Switzerland. The system of ranges is now
commonly grouped under Eastern, Western
and Central Alps.

The general form of the Alps is that of
a crescent; from the principal chains spurs
extend to the Apennines, the Yosges, the
Harz, the Balkans and the Carpathians. The
higher Alps are covered with perpetual snow
and from the peaks there descend to the val-
leys below great glaciers, enormous masses of
partially-melted snow and pulverized ice,
constantly augmented by the masses from
behind, which acquire a moving force that
nothing can resist. Finally they reach a
point where the sun melts them, and they
become the sources of mountain rivers. The
largest glacier, the Merde Glace, on the
slope of Mont Blane, is fifteen

miles long, three to six miles wide and eighty
to 120 feet thick. The Rhone Glacier is one
of the most famous. The Helvetian Alps in
Western Switzerland, on both sides of the
Rhone, are the portion most visited, and they
afford the most beautiful mountain scenery
of Europe. Among their peaks are the
Jungfrau and the Finsteraarhorn.
The Alps were formerly considered well-
nigh impassable, and Hannibal's famous
passage was reckoned one of his greatest
feats. There are now good roads over most
of the passes, some of which, however, are
exceedingly dangerous. The chief passes
connect Switzerland and France with Italy.
One of the first famous roads was that built
by Napoleon, 1803-1810, over Mont Cenis,
at a height of 6;773 feet. The Mont Cenis
tunnel, connecting France and Italy, is four-
teen miles from this road. The celebrated
Saint Gotthard pass is 6,935 feet high, and
has been crossed by a carriage road since
1823. The great tunnel of Saint Gotthard,
connecting Luzerne and Milan, is near this
pass. Other famous passes are the Col de
Balme, celebrated for its view of Mont Blanc,
the Little Saint Bernard, one of the oldest
and easiest, and the Great Saint Bernard,
famed for its inn and dogs.
Owing to the great height of the Alps,
their vegetation is remarkably varied. At
6,500 feet all the vegetation of the plains
has disappeared, including maize, cereals,
common fruit, and forest trees. Between
7,500 and 8,500 feet a very rich pasturage
and the peculiar Alpine flora appear. Ani-
mal life in many forms is abundant, and
peculiar to Alpine regions are the chamois
and the mountain goat.
Related   Articles.    Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
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ALSACE-LOEBAINE, al sahs' lor rayn',
formerly an imperial territory of the former
German Empire^ now belongs to France. Its
length from north to south is 123 miles; its
width varies from twenty-two to 105 miles,
and its area is 5,603 square miles, or about
one-eighth more than that of the state of Con-
necticut. Alsace-Lorraine was forcibly taken
from France at the close of the Pranco-Ger-
man War, and its cession was a cause of bit-
ter sorrow to the Frencfy people. The ques-
tion of ceding the territory back to France